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Team Essay – 2023-24 Playoff Chances 

What are the chances that the Anaheim Ducks will make the playoffs next season? Yes, it is a 
silly question, given they finished this season in last place, but it gives me a chance to play 
with numbers, so I will attempt to answer it. 

What information do we have with which to make a prediction? Trying to deal with player 
skill levels, their ages and their health would be extremely complicated, and it wouldn’t 
address trades that might happen, farm team players who might be brought up, players who 
get injured and drafted players who might play next season. Trying to use player level data to 
answer this question is a non-starter.  

Data that exists and that is easy to use is a team’s standings in its two previous seasons. 
Stapled To The Bench has a formula called Points Based Expectation (PBX) which uses a 
team’s previous two seasons to predict the standing points it will get in the coming season.  

Is PBX any good? That’s an excellent question, and the answer is that it’s more of an 
entertainment than an exact science. 
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The PBX process was updated this year, in an effort to improve it. Under the old process, the 
prediction was two parts the previous season, one part the season before that, and two parts 
of an average season (92 points). Its prediction was within four wins for a team 53% of the 
time. For 2023-24 Anaheim, the old PBX prediction was 75 points. 

(2 ∗ 58) + (1 ∗ 76) + (2 ∗ 92)

2 + 1 + 2
= 75 

Through a process called “playing around with the weights”, the within-four-win accuracy 
rate was increased to 54%. Anaheim’s prediction changed using the new PBX formula: 

(12 ∗ 58) + (5 ∗ 76) + (8 ∗ 92)

12 + 5 + 8
= 72 

Based on the new PBX formula, there is a 54% chance that Anaheim will end next season 
with 64 to 80 points. 23% of the time they’ll get less than 64 points, and 23% of the time they 
will get more than 80 points. While this doesn’t directly answer the question, it shows that 
teams that finish low in the standings one season are unlikely to make the playoffs in the 
subsequent season.  

The following chart shows the playoff success (a season of 94 or more points) for teams 
based on their PBX prediction. It both demonstrates that PBX has a degree of accuracy and 
more directly answers the Anaheim playoff question. 

 

The accuracy of PBX is shown in the increased playoff success rate of teams with higher PBX 
predictions. Anaheim is in the left-most column, so the Ducks have at most a 14% chance of 
making the playoffs.  

What are the chances that the Ducks make the playoffs next season? The fun answer is “Slim 
and none, and Slim just left town.” 

 


