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Team Essay #1 – Rebound Season 

I was surprised that Erik Karlsson was rated as a VR-Star in 2022-23. I would have sworn he 
would have been VR-Elite. My mental picture of Erik Karlsson is the 2013-14 to 2016-17 
version: four consecutive PR-Elite seasons. When he left Ottawa to ply his trade in San Jose, 
he fell off my radar: I am not staying up until two in the morning to watch San Jose play.  

In his Career Productivity Rating chart, you’ll see he declined starting in 2016-17. Until 
2022-23, the last time he had a “good-for-him” season was 2015-16. A “good-for-him” 
season means his PR-Score was greater than his VR-Score: in his Carrer Value Rating chart 
you will see that his VR-Score has been higher than his PR-Score since 2016-17. 
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The dip in productivity was a combination of missing games and not playing like Erik 
Karlsson when he did play. He missed 29 games in 2018-19, 32 games in 2021-22. The VR 
calculations make a partial adjustment for missed games, so the descent in VR-Scores over 
the years is more a sign of bad play than bad attendance. 

I’m guessing that Karlsson was as healthy in 2022-23 as he has ever been. He played all 82 
games, which he hadn’t done since 2015-16. He played 26 minutes per game, the most ice 
time he has had since 2018-19.  

While he got 27 points while on the power-play, there were nine other defensemen who had 
more power-play points, and two others who had the same. At even strength, Karlsson 
smashed the rest of the defensemen for scoring. He had 74 points while Vince Dunn of 
Seattle was in second place at 49 points. 

I have a very soft spot in my heart for Karlsson. I almost saw him being drafted by the 
Senators. My wife, my son and I were at the draft in Ottawa. The only problem was that I 
had had a gall bladder operation two days before the draft, and I was in a little pain. As the 
draft went on, I got more and more uncomfortable. Ottawa had the 18th pick and I knew I 
needed my pain-killing medication before they’d make their pick. Just after the 13th pick, I 
said we should head home and watch the draft on TV. We got in the car, turned on TSN 1200 
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radio, and heard Gary Bettman announce “we have a trade.” Ottawa made their pick as we 
were driving home, so we heard it on the radio. So close, yet so far.  

I greatly enjoyed his renaissance. It would be foolish to expect him to have another PR-Elite 
season in 2023-24, but one can always hope. 

 

Team Essay #2 – Breakdown Records 

The Sharks breakdowns were particularly unusual.  

They were better on the road than at home.  

Their worst ten game streak and their best ten game streak were separated by only seven 
points (four points for the worst, eleven points in their best).  

They were very slightly better against playoff teams than against non-playoff teams. 

They were below their team average (points percentage of 0.366) in one-goal games, two-
goal games and blowouts, which are five-plus goal games (scores like 6-1 or 8-0). This means 
they were better than their average in games which had three-goal or four-goal margins.  

They were below their team average in both defensive struggles and blowouts. 

Almost any one of those unusual breakdowns could be the subject of a team essay. But none 
of those breakdowns were as interesting as Erik Karlsson. 


