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Team Essay – Home Cooking 

Teams usually have a better record at home than on the road, but it isn’t a huge advantage. 
The average home team record is 16-15-10 for 42 points, while the average road team record 
is 15-17-9 for 39 points. Over the course of a season, the average team will get three more 
points on the road than at home. 

Arizona has a bigger than average disparity in these games. On the road, they were 7-25-9, 
which is really poor. They started the season with by playing 20 of their first 24 games on the 
road. At home they were 21-15-5, despite being outscored 127-141. They were tied with 
Tampa Bay for the biggest home team advantage (24 points).  

Aside from location, what was the difference between home and road games for Arizona? I’m 
glad somebody asked that, as I’m about to delve into the details. 

How does a team have a winning record despite allowing fourteen more goals than they 
scored? This can only happen if they won a lot of close games and lost some blowout games. 
The Coyotes were 12-7 in one-goal games and 2-5 in games decided by four or more goals. 
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I want to do a study on the consistency of a team’s home rink advantage, but I won’t do that 
for Arizona because they haven’t had a consistent home rink. They played last season in an 
arena which is only NHL regulation in terms of the size of the ice-surface. That being said, I 
will compare Arizona’s home game data between 2022-23 and 2021-22 because Arizona had 
a “reverse home advantage” in 2021-22: they were better on the road. 

 

In 2022-23, the Coyotes Corsi For increased 2.8%, shots for increased 3.4%, expected goals 
for increased 8% and actual goals for increased 23.5%. The corresponding defensive data 
was similar between the two seasons. While they scored less than their opponents, they 
scored more often than they should have. 

Eight players had a difference of two or more between their actual goals scored and their 
expected goals scored. Six scored more than expected, two under-performed. 

 

Arizona had a much better home record than road record, despite having allowed more goals 
at home than they scored. They did this by winning many close games and losing fewer 
blowouts. Even though they were outscored, their home goal-scoring exceeded expectations, 
which was primarily due to the scoring efforts of six players.  

Their road record may be the result the hockey equivalent of the shy bladder syndrome. They 
couldn’t play when people were watching. 


