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Team Essay – Skaters 

Carolina’s skaters, their forwards and defensemen, have a total Return From Play (see chart 
above) that is just below Vancouver’s skaters. Carolina finished the season with 113 points, 
while Vancouver came in at 83 points: 30 points behind.  

When I see a difference like that, I figure the probable cause is that it’s the goalies. 
Vancouver’s goalies under-performed and Carolina’s over-performed. 

Carolina had a goaltending committee, a 1A-1B-1C combination. Their three goalies played 
between 1,400 and 2,000 minutes this season. Their combined save percentage was 90.7%, a 
little better than the league average of 90.4%. Per 60 minutes of play, the Carolina goalies 
gave up about 0.10 goals fewer than expected. Over the course of the season the goalie 
committee reduced Carolina’s goals against by about 10: nice, but not spectacular. 

Vancouver’s goalies gave up about 36 more goals than expected, which is not nice and is 
spectacular in the same sense that a NASCAR multi-car accident is spectacular. 

My resident hockey expert (my son) tells me that Carolina is a shot-suppression team. 
Really? I can check that. 
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I don’t have a fancy definition for a shot-suppression team, but Carolina is absolutely a shot-
suppression team. Carolina’s CA60 (Corsi-Against per 60 minutes, or shot attempts against 
per 60 minutes) is the lowest in the league at 45.2, more than 5.0 CA60 lower than the next 
best team.  

In the following table I show the top eight teams in CA60 and show their results in shots 
against, expected goals against and finally goals against.  

 

The bold figures in the columns to the right of the CA60 columns indicate a team that breaks 
with the pattern of the other teams. Carolina, Colorado and Edmonton do not block a lot of 
shots, so a higher proportion of Corsi against become shots against for them. Edmonton and 
the New York Rangers don’t do a good job of eliminating dangerous shots, so they rank 
lower in expected goals against. Finally, the goalies in Calgary, Seattle and Edmonton let in 
more goals than they should have, considering the number (SA60) and quality (xGA60) of 
shots they faced. All three teams were around league average in GA60. 

To recap this table from Carolina’s perspective: the Hurricanes prevented their opponents 
from attempting shots (CA60), which reduced their shots against (SA60) and expected goals 
against (xGA60), and then slightly above average play from their goalies gave them the 
second-best goals against average (GA60) in the league. 

Let’s circle back to the RFP chart. Carolina’s middling RFP does not agree with their great 
season record; this is normally a sign of great goalkeeping, but Carolina only had slightly 
above average goaltending; Carolina plays a shot-suppression style and does a great job of it; 
it’s their shot-suppression style which results in a lower-than-expected RFP, as shot-
suppression is not rewarded in the PR formula. 

It is quite likely that the PR formula will be changed for next season. This new formula will 
be announced in a separate article before the start of the 2023-24 season. There are more 
things to consider than simply adding a couple of data items and making a small 
modification to a formula. 


