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Team Leaders – On-Ice Situations 

 

Team Essay – Jay Dog 

Dallas has this player you may have heard of: Jason Robertson (nicknamed Jay Dog by me, 
for obscure reasons). He has become more and more useful as a player these last three 
seasons, as his Career Productivity Rating chart shows. 
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Robertson had a PR-Elite season at the age of 23. How many players can boast of that, and 
what do we know of their play at ages 24, 25 and 26? I thought I’d take a look. 

When looking at one player’s future based on the experiences of other players, it is very 
important to select the correct set of “other players.” Let me show you how I found the 
correct set of other players. 

I started with PR-Score, the numeric part of Productivity Rating. Robertson’s PR-Elite status 
is based on his PR-Score of 10.5014. As you can well imagine, nobody else has had exactly 
the same score, so I looked for players with a PR-Score between 10.0000 and 11.0000.  

I found 112 players, which is a large group that is full of players who are not good matches to 
Robertson. As an easy example, it has 43 defensemen. 

The group of 69 forwards still has poor matches. Age is such an important factor that I 
would be very hesitant to use a player that was even one year older or younger. The number 
of other forwards who are 23 years old who had a PR-Score between 10 and 11 is seven.  

We now have a small group (which will soon get smaller), and the one problem with a small 
group is that if one person had an unusual outcome, that unusual outcome is a large part of 
the total outcome.  

The following table shows the group sorted by PR-Score, with Jason Robertson included. 

 

Matthews and Draisaitl were probably too good at age 23 to be considered as a close match 
to Robertson, intending no disrespect towards Robertson at all. The players who will be used 
to frame Robertson’s future are Carter, Richards, MacKinnon, Giroux and Pastrnak. 

Jeff Carter’s next three season saw him rated PR-First5, PR-Star and PR-Regular. Had he 
played a couple of more minutes in 2009-10, his rating would have been PR-Star: his PR-
Score was 7.9954 and the bottom of the PR-Star range is a PR-Score of 8.0000.   
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Mike Richards went PR-Star, PR-Star and PR-Regular. On BrotherlyPuck.com it says “that 
Richards’ career took a nose dive due to substance issues …”. Whatever the cause, the 
nosedive happened. Richards’ last effective season, in which he rated PR-Regular, was 2013-
14.  

Nathan MacKinnon: PR-Elite, PR-Star, PR-Star. In his age-27 season, 2022-23, he returned 
to PR-Elite status in what was his best season to date. He’s missed about 10% of scheduled 
games in each of the last three seasons. 

Claude Giroux: PR-Elite, PR-Elite, PR-Star. Giroux came into prominence in the last season 
that Richards and Carter played in Philadelphia, 2010-11. All three were rated PR-Star, but 
Giroux had the highest PR-Score. It was the following season, 2011-12, that was the match to 
Robertson.  

David Pastrnak: PR-First5, PR-First5, PR-Elite. Pastrnak’s age-24 and age-25 seasons were 
both rated PR-First5, but they also featured missed games. Had he played full seasons, both 
would have resulted in PR-Star ratings. Last season he played every game and was PR-Elite. 

To summarize the PR-Category results of these five players: 

 

PR-Elite is a hard level of play to achieve; you have to play extremely well and you have to 
stay very healthy. Even the very best players don’t put up a PR-Elite season every year. 
Connor McDavid has been PR-Elite in six of the last seven seasons, missing PR-Elite status 
by a hair in a season in which he missed just a couple of games. 

What is Jason Robertson’s future? To use a statistical phrase, it’s “rosy.” He should be PR-
Elite or the top of the PR-Star category for the next several years, provided he stays healthy 
and Dallas continues to be a good team. It is unlikely that he’ll take the Carter-Richards path 
to PR-Regular play, but then again, it was unlikely that Carter and Richards would take that 
path. 


