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Team Essay – Best-Two Teams 

It should come as no surprise that the Oilers had two of the highest rated players in the 
league in terms of Productivity Rating (PR). McDavid (1st) and Draisaitl (3rd) were 1-2 in 
scoring, and the PR formula “likes” players that score a lot.  

The Oil have had McDavid and Draisaitl for years now, and it led me to wonder what 
happened to other teams that had two top players. 

In each season, the “Best-Two” team is the one with the two highest ranked players: the first 
team to have a second player at the top of the list. One could argue that this method doesn’t 
actually identify the teams with the two best players. In 2011-12 Boston had Zdeno Chara 
and Patrice Bergeron (ranked #8 and #9) while Nashville had the dynamic defensive duo of 
Shea Weber (#4) and Ryan Suter (#11).  

Had I used total PR-Score instead of ranking, Nashville’s twosome would have been used. 
But that would have required a little more work for me, and I didn’t see the value in that 
extra work: it isn’t at all obvious that Weber and Suter were a better twosome than Chara 
and Bergeron. Doing extra work to get better results is acceptable, but doing extra work just 
to get different results is not acceptable. 
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The table that follows shows which team had the two highest ranked players in each season 
since 2007-08, who those players were, and how the team did in the playoffs. 

 

One thing that immediately struck me was the lack of continuity. Between 2007-08 and 
2019-20, a different team appeared every season and only one pair of players repeated (Los 
Angeles, 2015-16 and 2017-18). Edmonton’s current streak with McDavid and Draisaitl must 
have given me a little “recency bias”: that because Edmonton has dominated the Best-Two 
players category for five years, other teams must have dominated for a period of years in the 
past.  

Another thing that jumped out was something missing. I thought the obvious tandem of 
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin from Pittsburgh would have been listed. The closest they 
came to being the top pair was 2008-09, when they were 6th and 8th. Both Crosby and 
Malkin have had issues with injuries, and when one player has had a great season the other 
player has tended to miss games and get a lower-than-expected rating. 

No “Best-Two” team has won the Stanley Cup since 2007-08, a streak which will continue 
this season. In fact, since 2008-09, Best-Two teams have won only five playoff rounds 
(including Edmonton’s first round this season). Four teams had the best pair of players and 
managed to miss the playoffs. 

As seen in the Lines and Pairs chart, Edmonton is literally off-the-chart-good for their first 
line, but they are close to average on the other three lines and the three defensive pairs. You 
can’t do well in the playoffs if most of the talent on your team is average, even if you have 
one line which is exceptionally good.  


