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Team Essay – Expectations vs. Reality 

Florida had the second highest RFP in the league, behind Boston. When you compare their 
Lines and Pairs chart (below left) with Boston’s (below right), there is not much that’s 
different. 

 

Florida’s is a little better in L1 and all three defensive pairs. Boston has a better L4, which is 
the least important place to have an advantage over another team. 
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Florida struggled for most of the season and squeaked into the playoffs with 92 points, while 
Boston finished the season with 135 standing points and coasted to first place. How on earth 
did Florida manage to lose 21½ more games than Boston? Because their reality didn’t live 
up to their expectations. 

NHL statistics track “expected goals”, which represents how many goals a team should have 
scored based on the quality of their shots. It addresses the fact that not all shots are created 
equal: a snap shot from the slot is more dangerous than a wrist shot from the point. 

In the following charts you will see expected goals (left side) and actual goals (right side), 
both for and against (left chart, right chart), for the Bruins and the Panthers. 

 

Looking at the expected goals columns in the two charts, you can see that Florida played a 
more offensive game than Boston: they were expected to score more goals than Boston, and 
also expected to give up more goals than Boston. The Panthers are a little more “fire-wagon” 
in their play. 

Reality was a bit of a downer for Florida. They scored fewer goals than expected, while 
Boston scored more than expected. On defense, Florida gave up almost exactly as many 
goals as expected, while Boston gave up about 50 fewer goals than expected.  

Boston’s goal results were 86 above expectation (scoring 30.5 more goals, giving up 55.5 
fewer goals), while Florida’s results were 24 below expectation (scoring 23 goals fewer, 
giving up 1 goal more).  

That 110-goal swing between expectation and reality is the reason that Florida struggled to 
make the playoffs.  

Team Paragraph – Good News for the Future 

77% of Florida’s team PR comes from players who were 24 to 28 years old (see Talent 
Distribution Charts). Their eight top players in terms of PR-Score are in that age group, 
which is “early career prime to prime”. If they can retain most of those players, they’ll be 
good for years to come. 

 


