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Team Essay – A Little Too Little 

Although Nashville was playing meaningful games late in the season, you cannot be a playoff 
team with three third lines and no first-line or second-line level output. 

Nashville’s lack of productivity extended to the defense: all three defensive pairs were below 
league average, shocking when you remember the Predators have defensemen named 
Roman Josi and Ryan McDonagh. 

This team-wide lack of strength is reflected in the team’s return from play, which is what 
their players were worth based on their play. Nashville was 28th in the league.  

As seen on the Lines and Pairs chart above (looking at the thinner red bars that represent 
Nashville), the difference between their top “line” (L1) and their fourth “line” (L4) is slim.  
That difference is the smallest in the league. Montreal is ranked just below Nashville in their 
top three lines but had a much more normal distribution of productivity (as shown below).  
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Having three roughly equal lines is a good thing if you do it properly. While Nashville was 1st 
in the league in the first-line to third-line difference, Seattle was 3rd. But Seattle is working at 
a completely different level (as shown below). Seattle’s success this season is not just related 
to their first three lines: check out their defensive pairings. 

 

Nashville missed the playoffs with three third-lines and a slightly below average defense. 
Seattle made the playoffs with three second-lines and a very good defense.  

Seattle has proved that you can do very well in the NHL without excellent first-line forwards 
if you’ve got a lot of excellent second-line forwards. Nashville has proved that you cannot do 
well in the NHL with (essentially) no first-line or second-line forwards.  

 


