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Team Essay – Big Ups 

The Devils made a huge step forward from the previous season, improving by 49 points in 
the standings. They increased scoring by 44 goals and decreased goals against by 80. Those 
are large and very large improvements, and the impact was obvious: an increase of 49 
standing points. In non-technical terms, that is a massive improvement. 

On the defensive side of things, the decrease in goals against is almost completely 
attributable to a massive improvement in the play of their goalies. A team-level defensive 
improvement can be seen in the three-shot drop in shots against per game from the season 
before. In nets, their goalie play was “slightly above average” in 2022-23, while it was 
“woefully below average” in 2021-22. 

The following table shows typical goalie data for the previous two seasons. 2021-22 data is in 
red, 2022-23 data is in black. In both sets of data, goalies are sorted by time-on-ice. The last 
two rows are season totals. 
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In 2022-23, Devil Goalies faced 3 fewer shots per game (team-level improvement) and saved 
2% more of the shots they faced (possibly team-influenced improvement). Their goals 
against average, the final column (GA60), shows the improved of 0.96 goals per game. 

I prefer non-traditional statistics for evaluating goalies. 

 

The non-traditional statistics are expected goals against (xGA), expected goals against minus 
goals against (xGA-GA), and what I call Goalie Index (GX60), which is how many goals 
against a goalie saves per 60 minutes of play, compared to an average goalie. 

Earlier, I said the Devils defensive improvement was ‘almost completely attributable to a 
massive improvement in the play of their goalies.’ On looking at the data in the table above, 
it is possible that the word ‘almost’ should be removed. The team in front of the Devil goalies 
reduced shots against by more than 200, but the expected goals from all shots increased a 
little (225-219=6). It’s gotta be the goalies who take the credit.  
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As to the forwards and defensemen, several players were much more productive this season. 
Nico Hischier went from a PR-First5 rating to PR-Star, while both Dougie Hamilton and 
Jack Hughes improved from PR-Regular to PR-Star.  

Timo Meier seemed like a nice mid-season acquisition, but the Devils as a team had better 
results before his arrival than after. To me, the results don’t reflect the play: the Devils 
played better as a team with Meier, they just didn’t get the results they should have. 

 

In terms of goals scored and allowed, the Devils were a little worse in both categories after 
acquiring Timo, by a total of 0.27 goals per game. In terms of their play, they were a little 
better with Timo, by a total of 0.40 goals per game. That is a great example of small-sample 
(only 21 games) puck luck for you. 

You don’t improve by 49 points in the standings without getting better results offensively 
and defensively. New Jersey went from the 19th best offensive team and the 29th best 
defensive team to 4th best and 8th best.  

Their defensive improvement was massive, it was brought about by the goalies, but it wasn’t 
caused by stellar goalie play. The goalies played well, but it was a huge improvement because 
the season before they had played terribly. 

Their offensive improvement was solid, and it was largely a team-level improvement. In both 
2021-22 and 2022-23, the Devils scored about as many goals as expected, based on the 
number and quality of their shots. No one player was responsible for the improvement in 
their offensive expectations. 

The Devils have a good amount of young talent. They’ll be an interesting team to watch in 
the coming seasons. 


