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Team Essay #1 – Power Play Importance 

Ottawa had a good powerplay, a fact which could not really be doubted when you examine 
the data and a fact which was mentioned about seven times per game on the radio 
broadcasts. While Ottawa’s powerplay wasn’t the best in the league, it was more important 
to Ottawa than any other team’s powerplay was important to them. 

I measure a team’s power play using PPGF60: Power Play Goals For Per 60 Minutes. 
PPGF60 is very comparable to powerplay percentage: a team that is good in one is good in 
the other; a team that is bad in one is bad in the other. Ottawa was 8th in the league in 
PPGF60, scoring 8.58 goals per 60 minutes of powerplay time. Edmonton was way out in 
front at 13.23, while the rest of the podium was occupied by Tampa Bay (9.62) and Los 
Angeles (9.56).  

Why was Ottawa’s powerplay more important to them than it was to Edmonton or Tampa 
Bay or Toronto, teams that had a better PPGF60? It is because of their season record in 
games they scored power-play goals. 
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Ottawa was 31-17 when they scored a powerplay goal in a game, and 8-26 when they didn’t. 
The difference between those two winning percentages is 41%, the biggest in the league.  

To give a little context, Boston was a league-leading 42-6 (88%) when scoring a powerplay 
goal and Carolina was second. Boston was 33-4 (89%) when scoring more powerplay goals 
than their opponents, also leading the league. 

Chicago had the worst record in the league when scoring a powerplay goal (7-22, 24%). They 
were the only team in the NHL that had a better record when they didn’t score a powerplay 
goal (19-34, 36%). If anybody understands the Chicago conundrum, please publish your 
analysis. 

Team Essay #2 – Third Line Woes 

When I heard an announcer on the Team 1200 (Ottawa’s best radio station) say that 
Ottawa’s first and second line were among the best in the league, I admit I snorted. It came 
across, to me, as boosterism, or as a large exaggeration. The top six were better than some, 
as Stutzle and Giroux were having good years, but among the best? I thought, “You can fool 
most of the fans, but you can’t fool me. I can check the facts.” 

So I ran the numbers, as a formality, and to my surprise the announcer was correct: Ottawa’s 
top six forwards are the third best in the league, behind only Tampa Bay and Edmonton.  

In Ottawa it is the third and fourth lines that are the issue, and to a lesser extent it is the 
defensemen that are the issue. While their top two lines are almost second-to-none, their 
bottom to lines are second-to-all: they are 32nd out of 32 teams. As a group, Ottawa’s top six 
defensemen rank 21st in the league in total PR-Score. A little health would go a long way to 
improving that ranking, as individual player PR-Scores increase when they play more. 

Ottawa has no hope of making the playoffs unless they significantly improve their third and 
fourth lines. It may not need six new players, but if probably needs at least four new ones. 


