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Team Essay – The First Season With Torts 

I have, so far, written only one article about a coach: John Tortorella was the subject. 
Tortorella has coached three teams (Tampa Bay, New York Rangers and Columbus) for 
several seasons, and I looked at how those teams played over his tenure. I ignored 
Vancouver because he only coached there for one season. 

On average, his first season saw a drop in scoring, both for his team and against his team. It 
looks like his team learned to play defense at the expense of playing offense. In Philadelphia, 
the goals against dropped (following this pattern) but the goals for increased (by a small 
amount, but up is up).  

His teams normally maintained their place in the standings: Philadelphia improved by 
fourteen points this season. Sure, they almost had nowhere to go but up from 2021-22, but a 
fourteen-point improvement is not trivial.  

It will be fun to see what happens in 2023-24. His second full season usually produces a 
significant improvement in his teams, with an average increase of 30 goals scored and an 
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average decrease of 27 goals allowed. That could bring the Flyers to the low to mid 90s in 
standing points, which would give them a potential playoff spot. 

The fly in the ointment is the talent they have. Looking at the Lines and Pairs chart, they had 
an above average second line but their top three forwards were woefully inadequate 
(compared to the league average).  

No player had a PR-Star season, and only defenseman Ivan Provorov had VR-Star value. 
Being somewhat snarky, he is just barely a VR-Star. The VR-Star category is for players with 
VR-Scores of 8.00 to 9.99, and Provorov had a VR-Score of 8.00. To be fair, that absolutely 
makes him a VR-Star. 

For Philadelphia to improve, some of its players will have to perform at the PR-Star level. 
Who on their team is capable of that? I can’t answer that question, as my crystal ball is in the 
repair shop right now.  

The track record of Tortorella is that his teams improve significantly in his second full year 
with them. It will be interesting to see if that pattern continues. 

 

 


