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Team Essay – Disappointment 

Any team with Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin should make the playoffs. I thought that 
was part of the operating rules of the NHL, but it turns it they have to actually earn a spot. 
And old Father Time is starting to get the better of them. 

Right at the start of this article is a tryptic of tables on talent distribution. The middle table 
shows talent by age: Pittsburgh got a whopping 65% of their team’s PR-Score from players 
aged 29 or older. Crosby was 35, Malkin 36, Petry and Letang were 35, Dumoulin was 31, 
Rust and Zucker were 30 and Rakell was the youngest at 29.  

Old players tend to miss games due to injuries, and that hit the Penguins hard on the blue 
line. Letang missed 18 games and Petry was out for 21 games. With those two healthy, the 
Penguins probably would have made the playoffs. 

Speaking of aging, if you look at the team leaders in Stapled to the Bench categories you will 
notice that Mr. Sidney Crosby was both the most productive Penguin and the most valuable 
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Penguin. You should also notice that he is rated as PR-Star and VR-Star, not PR-Elite and 
VR-Elite. His career PR and VR charts follow. 

 

Crosby’s 2022-23 was his best season since 2018-19, and he just missed the PR-Elite 
category. All he needed was one more goal and one more assist. He has had just two sub-
Crosby seasons in his last eleven season, but they were both in the last four seasons. 

Malkin also had his best season in a while, and he played a full season for the first time in 
about fifteen years.  

 

The “grey shadows that once were men,” both having their best seasons in the last several 
years, could not drag Pittsburgh into the playoffs. The majority of Pittsburgh’s talent is at the 
stage of their careers where improvements are extremely unlikely, and maintaining a level of 
play is unlikely. The immediate future for the Penguins is not rosy. 

Team Paragraph – Winning Streaks 

Between December 6th and December 22nd there were seven different times the Penguins 
had gone 8-1-1 in their previous ten games.  


