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Team Leaders – Stapled To The Bench Categories 

 

Team Leaders – On-Ice Situations 

 

Team Essay – Three Goals in a Game 

What was Seattle’s strength this season? Let’s look at forwards, defensemen and goalies, but 
in reverse order. 

The goalies, Jones and Grubauer, were below league average, giving up about seventeen 
more goals than expected. The league average goalie had a 0.904 save percentage, while the 
Kraken average goalie’s save percentage was 0.890.  

As can be seen in the Lines and Pairs chart, their defense is excellent. They have an 
outstanding first pair, an average second pair and an above average third pair.  

The Lines and Pairs chart shows that their first-line forwards are below average, while their 
second-, third- and fourth-line skaters are all above average.  

The difference between their first-line and third-line forwards was third smallest in the 
league, with only Montreal and Nashville having a closer set of nine forwards. But while 
Seattle put three second-lines on the ice, Montreal and Nashville put three third-lines on the 
ice, so they aren’t in the same class as Seattle.  
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Productivity Rating (PR) is used to assign players to lines. I calculated how many extra 
points Seattle got from their forward lines compared to the league average to see how their 
three second-lines helped them.  

 

Seattle does well even when comparing them to teams with strong first lines. Ottawa, 
granted they are not a playoff team, had a strong first line. Seattle got more points from their 
fourth-line players than Ottawa got from their third- and fourth-line players combined.  

 

Staying in Ontario, one most also grant that Toronto had a strong first line, but the Leafs 
were a playoff team. 

 

Seattle’s forwards were significant contributors to Kraken 2022-23 season. What they lacked 
on the first-line was more than made up for in the other three lines.   

 

 


