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Team Essay – Increasing Talent 

The phrase that best describes the talent on Vancouver is “top heavy.” Three Canucks are in 
the PR-Elite category, with Colorado and Edmonton being the only other teams with three 
PR-Elites.  

Vancouver’s PR-Elites are Elias Pettersson, Quinn Hughes and J.T. Miller. As to PR-Star 
level players, they have none. As to PR-First5 level players, they have Andrei Kuzmenko. If 
you’re scoring this at home, that’s Three PR-Elites, zero PR-Stars, one PR-First5. The table 
below shows how Vancouver’s top talent compares to the league average for a team. 
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Forgive me with having a little fun with fractions. I could have said the average team have 
0.625 PR-Elite players (the same thing) but I decided to use an irrational number instead of 
a rational number. 

One of two things must happen for Vancouver to improve next season: they acquire talent 
from other teams, or their current players improve. Looking internally, Vancouver had five 
PR-Regular players that were with them at the end of the season: Brock Boeser (25 years 
old), Tyler Myers (32), Conor Garland (26), Ethan Bear (25) and Oliver Ekman-Larson (31).  

Boeser and Bear missed 8 and 21 games respectively last year, but would have just made the 
PR-First5 rating had they played all games (at the rate they were playing). That leaves Conor 
Garland and two senior citizens (Myers, Ekman-Larson). To see what the chances were that 
they would improve, I looked at fifteen seasons’ worth of data. 

I found all players who played a season between 2007-08 and 2021-22, who were in the PR-
Regular category and who had played at least 70 games (to get actual PR-Regular players 
instead of better players who dropped into PR-Regular because they missed a lot of games). I 
then counted what they did in the next season: improved, held (had another PR-Regular 
season), declined or didn’t play. The table below shows the results. 

 

Garland, who is in the 24-28 age range, has 1 in 4 chances to improve, while the chances for 
Myers and Ekman-Larson (29-33) are 1 in 7. The chances that all three will improve are 
(math math math) 1 in 196.  

Maybe the Canucks should look at the trade market. 

Team Paragraph – Lack of Success 

Players drafted by the Canucks had the lowest total PR-Score of any team (excluding Vegas 
and Seattle, recent additions to the league). Four draftees account for almost 60% of the 
Canucks PR-Score total: Elias Pettersson, Quinn Hughes, Bo Horvat and Gustav Forsling.  


